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who invaded Babylonia and took Sippar, was likewise
thrown out by the hostile mob. A wise man, very
unlike his father, had come to rule the people and his
statesmanship bore fruit. He was left free to strike
against the tribes of the North and to mature his
plan to conquer Egypt. The Kimmerians and the
Treres were pressing from the north-west and the
northern tribes became restive. Set in motion, the
Mannai, the Medes and the Scythians invaded Assyria.
But Esarhaddon beat them back by sowing seeds of
dissension among them. This was done by marrying an
Assyrian princess to Bartatua, a Scythian chieftain,
and setting him against Spaka, the king of that tribe.
Now Esarhaddon was free to settle accounts with
Egypt. Due to the lattei's intrigues the west had
stirred. During his punitive expedition the king demo-
lished the walls of Sidon (677) and beheaded its king.
The Gilician king met the same fate. Phoenicia sub-
mitted. Ten kings of Cyprus paid homage and Pales-
tine sent assurances of loyalty. Across Palestine Esar-
haddon marched into Egypt little knowing that Egyp-
tians differed from the Assyrians in language, race,
religion, in everything, that to the commonest Egyp-
tian the rule of a Hyksos would be hateful, that even
though conquered, Egypt could not be held by mere
sword, and that the only way to hold her was to sit on
her throne and accept her gods as did the Persians,
Kambujiya and Darius, who both conquered and held
her. In 671 Esarhaddon conquered Egypt. The
Pharaoh fled the field of battle after defeat and the
Assyrian monarch followed up his victory by investing
Memphis, the inhabitants of which city had paid with
life for their gallant resistance. Esarhaddon returned
to Assyria setting up stelae of victory on the way. The
Pharaoh Tirhakah at once returned to Memphis and
massacred the Assyrian garrisons. Esarhaddon moved
back but was taken ill and died on the way (669). He
had already made a will that on his death his elder son,
Ashurbanipal, should rule at Nineveh, and that the